The 18th Junior High School
English Speech Contest

at Haruhigaoka

Date : Saturday, October 26th, 2024
Place : Miura Kohei Memorial Hall at Chubu University
Speakers : Junior High School Students in Aichi and Gifu Pref.
Application : From September 2nd to 30th, 2024
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The Magician’s Curse

Once upon a time, in a small village surrounded by vast forests and towering mountains,
there lived a kind-hearted magician named Milo. Milo was known far and wide for his
extraordinary magic, which he used only to help the villagers with their daily chores and
to bring joy to their lives. His most famous trick was turning fruits into glittering gold for
a day, so every child could feel rich on their birthday.

However, deep in the heart of the forest, there lived a jealous witch named Zara. She
despised Milo for his popularity and kindness. One dark night, Zara cast a terrible curse
on Milo. She whispered to the wind, "Let Milo’s magic turn against him, let his kindness
bring him misfortune.”

The next morning, Milo woke up to find that his magic had indeed changed. Every time
he tried to help someone, his magic would backfire. If he attempted to fill a bucket with
water, it would turn to sand. If he tried to mend a broken tool, it would shatter into pieces.

The villagers started to worry and kept their distance from Milo, afraid of his cursed
magic. Feeling heartbroken and alone, Milo decided to seek a solution to break the curse.
He remembered an ancient library hidden deep in the forest, said to contain the wisdom
to reverse any curse.

With determination, Milo ventured into the forest, overcoming obstacles and challenges
on his way. He crossed rapid rivers, climbed steep cliffs, and finally found the ancient
library guarded by a wise old owl.

The owl, seeing the goodness in Milo’s heart, allowed him to enter. Inside, Milo
discovered a book that contained the secret to breaking the curse: "True magic lies not
in spells or potions, but in the kindness and courage of one’s heart.”

Realizing the truth in these words, Milo returned to the village. He continued to do good,
showing kindness and bravery, even when his magic failed him. Slowly, the curse began
to weaken, until one day, it vanished completely. Milo’s magic returned stronger and
purer than ever, for it was now inspired by the love and gratitude of the villagers.

From that day on, Milo and the villagers lived in harmony, and they were never troubled
by dark magic again. The story of Milo’s curse and how he overcame it with courage and
kindness became a legend, reminding everyone that the truest magic lies within.

(403 words)
(https://chat.openai.com/c/1de5chac-22d5-4cff-b6le-42e542b43bce)
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Why You Should Study Hard

Today, I want to talk to you about the incredible value of studying hard for your
future.

Think of your education as a treasure chest, and each lesson you learn as a
precious gem that you add to it. The more effort you put into your studies, the
more valuable this chest becomes. It holds the key to making your dreams come
true.

When you study hard, you are investing in yourself. You are building the
foundation for a future filled with success and happiness. Remember, even the
tallest trees in the forest started as tiny seeds. Your hard work today is like
planting those seeds, and with time, care, and effort, you will grow into something
incredible.

Life is a journey, and education is the compass that will guide you. It will open
doors you never knew existed and introduce you to people and ideas that will
inspire you. It’s through your studies that you will develop the knowledge and
skills needed to chase your dreams and make a real difference in the world.

But let’s not forget, studying hard doesn’t mean you can’t have fun along the way.
Learning can be an exciting adventure, a thrilling puzzle waiting to be solved. So,
embrace the joy of discovery, and remember that every challenge you face in
your studies is an opportunity to learn, grow, and become even better.

I know it’s not always easy, but remember that success comes to those who
persevere. It's okay to stumble and make mistakes; they are part of the learning
process. What matters is that you get up, dust yourself off, and keep moving
forward with even greater determination.

So, let your passion for learning burn bright. Study hard, dream big, and never
stop believing in yourself. Your future is full of possibilities, and your education
is the key to unlocking them. Keep working hard, and one day, you will reach for
the stars and touch them. Your journey is just beginning.

(329 words)
https://chat.openai.com/c/ccdf940d-c574-4619-9173-c6ef5198de7f
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